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June 3, 2026 
Amesbury Planning Board 
1 Market Street 
Amesbury, MA 01913 
 
 Re: Affordable Unit Location Plan and Related Information 
  9 Oakland Street – Pending Applications 
 
Dear Planning Board Members: 
 
 This letter and enclosures are submitted to provide details related to the affordable 
housing units proposed as part of this Historic Preservation Special Permit project.  Please find 
enclosed the following: 
 

1. Affordable Unit Locations Plan – identifying the proposed location and details of the 
affordable units proposed for this project. 
 

2. Affordability Housing Restriction (Template) – being the “Local Initiative Program 
Regulatory Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants for Rental Project, 
Local Action Units” executed for the Briggs Mill affordable units and a template for the 
agreement to be executed for the affordable units at this project. 

 
The proposed units will be constructed, operated and marketed in accordance with the 

City’s Affordable Housing Regulations at Zoning Ordinance (“ZO”) § V.E. and applicable state 
requirements and guidelines, including those of the Local Initiative Program, to ensure that the 
units qualify for inclusion on the Subsidized Housing Inventory.  Pursuant to ZO § XI.J2.7, the 
affordable housing units must be effectively restricted prior to the issuance of a building permit.  
Among other requirements, the units will also be marketed in accordance with an Affirmative 
Fair Housing Marketing and Resident Selection Plan (AFHMP).  

 
Consistent with §§ XI.J2.4.b.4 and XI.J2.7 (aimed at incentivizing historic preservation 

projects), the applicant has requested a waiver of the usual 15% affordable unit requirement 
specified in § V.E.3 to reduce the requirement to 10% for this project.  Maintaining the financial 
viability of this preservation project will be challenging, with many cost factors beyond the 
Applicant’s control.  Constraining the financial impact of the affordable housing component is 
warranted given these challenges and the many public benefits associated with this project. 

 
Consistent with ZO § V.E.6.1, the affordable units will be dispersed throughout the 

buildings and comparable to market housing units in terms of locations, quality and character, 
rom size, bedroom distribution, and external appearance.  See the following tables:  
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Overview of proposed Affordable Units 
(excerpt from enclosed Affordable Unit Locations Plan) 

 
 

Proportional Mix of Affordable Unit Types 
 Total 

Units 
Affordable 
Units 

Studio 14 1 
One Bedroom 69 7 
Two Bedroom 32 3 
Live-Work 9 1 

TOTAL 124 12 
 

Distribution Across Building Levels 
 Affordable Units 

Level 2 3 
Level 3 4 
Level 4 2 
Level 5 3 

TOTAL 12 
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 We look forward to discussing any questions that the Planning Board may have related to 
this aspect of the project during the continued public hearing. 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 

        
       Jeffrey L. Roelofs 
 
Enclosures 
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