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City of Amesbury 
Office of the City Clerk 
1 Market St. 
Amesbury, MA 01913 

 
 

City Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
7:00 PM 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Jessica Redfern.  
 
Councilor Sullivan led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

• Councilor Stanganelli stepped away from the meeting during the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll call was taken, and present were Councilor Pamela Gilday, Councilor Amanda Haggstrom, 
Councilor Michael Hogg, Councilor Scott Mandeville, Councilor Steven Stanganelli, Councilor Kelly 
Sullivan, Councilor Maryann Welch, and President Redfern.  
 
 
Mayoral Appointments 
 
2026-124 Appointment of Jonathan Greeno to the position of member of the Board of Assessors for a 
term to expire February 28, 2029 - Mayor Sponsor 

• Jonathan Greeno was present to answer any questions; he gave a quick summary of his work in 
the Assessing field and explained how his role is currently split between Amesbury and Salisbury. 

• Councilor Mandeville asked Jonathan about the revaluation taking place in the City. Jonathan 
answered he would be speaking more at length about this during his presentation. 

• Councilor Gilday thanked Jonathan for his work in Amesbury. 
Councilor Stanganelli offered a motion to approve 2026-124 as presented. Councilor Hogg 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
 
 
2026-125 Appointment of Travis Souther to the position of member of the Trustees of the War Memorials 
for a term to expire February 28, 2029- Mayor Sponsor 

• Mayor Gove stated Travis was not present; she also stated that this appointment had been filed 
long enough ago that it was already effective. 

Councilor Haggstrom offered a motion to approve 2026-125 as presented. Councilor Gilday 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
 
 
Correspondence  
-President/Vice President Communications  
 
2026-127 Reappointment of Jennifer E. Smith to the position of City Clerk for a term to expire October 10, 
2029- Councilor Redfern Sponsor 
Councilor Mandeville offered a motion to approve 2026-127 as presented. Councilor Stanganelli 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
 
 
2026-132 District 2 Councilor Claudel Frederique-Resignation 

• President Redfern read Councilor Frederique’s resignation letter into the record.  

Allie Connolly
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• President Redfern declared the District 2 City Council spot open; she stated the opening would 
be posted online. 

Councilor Stanganelli offered a motion to accept 2026-132. Councilor Welch seconded, and the 
motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 

 
-Communication from Mayor, City Staff, other Elected Officials, and Official Representatives of Boards 
and Commissions  
 
Assessor’s Revaluation Work Presentation 

• Chief Assessor Jonathan Greeno spoke about the City’s revaluation process. 
• Councilor Sullivan asked if this process is state mandated? Jonathan answered yes. She also 

asked if residents are required to let the data collectors in. Jonathan answered no, they are not 
required. The team is obligated to try and get into as many houses as possible, if they are unable 
to, they can do an exterior only assessment but gaining access to the interior creates more 
accurate data.  

• Councilor Stanganelli asked about the response of paperwork from multi-family homes. Jonathan 
Greeno answered that typically when there is a very large number of units the Association will 
hire an accountant to fill these forms out and send back. Councilor Stanganelli asked if they are 
obligated to send these forms back. Jonathan Greeno answered no, however if they file for an 
abatement without filing this paperwork it could hurt their case. 

• Councilor Mandeville encouraged residents to let the data collectors into their homes during this 
revaluation process  

• Councilor Hogg asked if you could file an abatement if you do not let the data collectors into your 
home. Jonathan answered yes you can, but the case will likely be dismissed if an interior 
evaluation was not done. Jonathan emphasized these appointments are usually very quick about 
5-10 minutes 

 
Chief Bailey Traffic Enforcement and Staffing Discussion 

• Police Chief Craig Bailey spoke about the traffic concerns in the City and how his team currently 
is proactively working to better this. He also spoke about the increasing workload on each of his 
officers and how they cannot realistically do it all being understaffed. He praised his officers for 
their hard work and commitment to ensuring safety across Amesbury. 

• Mayor Gove also commended the Police Department for their dedication and work. 
• Councilor Stanganelli stated he appreciated Chief Bailey’s response and that 2026-133 was a 

great starting point on this issue. He shared his thoughts and feelings on the need for traffic 
safety. He stated he would share his formal written response with the Clerk’s Office. 

• Councilor Welch asked if any surrounding communities have started successful traffic initiatives. 
Chief Bailey answered he did not know.  

• Councilor Gilday asked if the 2024 Traffic Study could be reshared with all the Councilors. She 
also asked what the expectation of the Council would be, should they be doing some sort of data 
collection from the residents. Chief Bailey stated that a community survey does go out annually. 

• Mayor Gove stated that the override failing has put the City in a tough position with a limited 
budget. 

• President Redfern asked if they would like the Council to form an Ad Hoc Committee to address 
these concerns. Chief Bailey asked if the Mayor and him could meet and discuss this further 
before the Council takes this action.  

 
 
Licenses and Permits-August 
 
Councilor Stanganelli offered a motion to approve the August 2026 List of Licenses. Councilor 
Sullivan seconded, and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
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Public Comment 
 

• Dale Pinkham Cavanaugh, 146 Whittier Meadows Drive spoke about her concerns with the new 
Trash Removal Ordinance in how it relates to Condo Associations. She also spoke about her 
desire for more composting in Amesbury. 

• Tracey Chalifour, 25 Clarks Rd. #201, spoke about her shared concern for traffic and 
pedestrian/cycler safety in the City, she was happy to hear about some of the new ideas and 
initiatives included in 2026-133. 

 
Council Response to Public Comment  
 

• Councilor Gilday stated she would share a lot more of her thoughts on 2026-133 at the Standing 
Committee of the Whole Meeting next week, she also shared her interest and excitement over 
composting in Amesbury. 

• Councilor Sullivan reiterated that although the City was once taking care of the trash for condo 
associations like Whittier Meadows it was not right, and that it is very typical for condo 
associations to pay for trash removal in her experience.  

• Councilor Stanganelli also shared he felt Condo Associations paying for trash was typical. He did 
express the October 1st timeline was very tight for these Associations to get set up with their own 
trash service. 

• Mayor Gove stated that they have been working with any of the associations who have reached 
out about the tight timeline. 

 
Second Readings 
 

a. Public Hearings:   
 
2026-126 National Grid Pole Hearing WR#30531898 Sparhawk St. and Main St. Underground Conduit 

• Councilor Redfern stated 2026-126 would be postponed as the information on the agenda was 
incorrect. The public hearing was for “Bay St. WR#31343970” not Sparhawk and Main St. The 
public hearing notice in the newspaper and the abutters notices were correct only the agenda had 
the typo.  

Councilor Stanganelli moved to continue 2026-126 to the next scheduled City Council Meeting on 
September 22nd. The motion was seconded by Councilor Gilday and passed unanimously, 8-0.  
 
 
First Readings 
 
2026-128 City Clerk Salary Ordinance- Councilor Redfern, Councilor Haggstrom, and Councilor 
Sullivan Sponsors 
 
Councilor Stanganelli made a motion to refer 2026-128 to the Standing Committee of the Whole 
meeting scheduled for September 15, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Haggstrom 
and passed unanimously 8-0. 
 
2026-129 An Order to accept the provisions of M.G.L. c. 140 sec. 139- Councilor Haggstrom and 
Councilor Redfern Sponsors 
 
Councilor Stanganelli made a motion to refer 2026-129 to the Standing Committee of the Whole 
meeting scheduled for September 15, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Hogg and 
passed unanimously 8-0. 
 
2026-130 An Order to authorize the Mayor to accept and expend a grant of $25,000.00 through the FY27 
Field Demonstration Project.-Mayor Sponsor 
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Councilor Sullivan made a motion to refer 2026-130 to the Standing Committee of the Whole 
Meeting scheduled for September 15, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Stanganelli 
and passed unanimously 8-0. 
 
2026-131 An Order to approve payment from the FY27 general fund operating budget for the below 
listed prior year invoices-Mayor Sponsor 
 
Councilor Stanganelli made a motion to refer 2026-131 to the Standing Committee of the Whole 
Meeting scheduled for September 15, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Hogg and 
passed unanimously 8-0. 
 
Correspondence  

a. Communications from Mayor, City Staff, other Elected Officials, and Representatives of City 
Boards and Committees-None 

 
b. Council Communications-None 

 
c. Council Committee Reports 

 
• President Redfern shared that the Chamber of Commerce Meetings were shifting to the 

second Thursday of the month to align better with the City Council, giving them time to 
discuss relevant items. 

• Councilor Hogg shared the Disposition Committee had not met in quite a while. 
• Councilor Hogg shared that at the last Energy Committee Meeting the floodlight audit was 

discussed. 
• Councilor Sullivan noted the last Housing Trust Meeting was on August 12th and gave a 

summary of their discussion including a down payment assistance program. 
• Councilor Welch shared a summary of the last Joint Ed Committee Meeting 
• Councilor Mandeville shared he would be appointed to the Open Space, Natural 

Resources and Trails Committee on September 22. 
 
Act on Minutes  
 
July 28, 2026, City Council Meeting 

• Councilor Redfern stated she had sent the Clerk’s Office a few edits prior to the meeting. 
• Councilor Welch stated she also sent one typo to the Clerk’s Office 

Councilor Welch offered a motion to approve the July 14, 2026, minutes with the proposed edits. 
Councilor Haggstrom seconded, and the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
 
 
August 5, 2026, Special City Council Meeting 

• Councilor Stanganelli asked why he was listed absent when he joined the meeting late. Clerk 
Jennifer Smith answered because he was absent for the roll call. She clarified the minutes do 
reflect when he joined the meeting later on. 

Councilor Gilday offered a motion to approve the August 5, 2026, minutes as presented. Councilor 
Haggstrom seconded, and the motion passed, 8-0-1, with Councilor Stanganelli abstaining. 

 
Late Files 
 
2026-133 An Order to appropriate $30,000 from the Smart Growth Stabilization Fund to fund traffic 
calming methods in densely populate residential neighborhoods- Mayor and Councilor Gilday Sponsor  
 
Councilor Haggstrom offered a motion to accept the late file. Councilor Hogg seconded, and the 
motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
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Councilor Stanganelli made a motion to refer 2026-133 to the Standing Committee of the Whole 
meeting scheduled for September 15, 2026. The motion was seconded by Councilor Welch and 
passed unanimously 8-0. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Councilor Mandeville offered a motion to adjourn at 9:02 PM. Councilor Haggstrom seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously, 8-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Allie Connolly 
 
September 9, 2026 
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